THE  FOUR  GEORGES
measure calculated to increase the power of the authori-
ties. The Tories remembered Cromwell, and the Whigs
could not forget James II, so criminals remained at large
in the sacred name of civil and religious freedom.
The long war with Revolutionary and Napoleonic
France reduced the numbers of potential malefactors by
augmenting the opportunities for gaining an honest living,
and the situation was further improved by a mitigation
in the severity of the law. In 1808 Sir Samuel Romilly
secured the passage through Parliament of a measure
abolishing capital punishment for the offence of pocket-
picking, and this was the starting-point for further modi-
fications. In 1819 a committee was appointed to consider
the whole question of the Criminal Law, by which two
hundred crimes were still nominally punishable with
death,1 and it reported in favour of sweeping changes.
When Peel became Home Secretary in 1822 he gave
effect to these recommendations, and within the next
few years the system was transformed. By 1827 over
250 Criminal Statutes had been repealed or modified,
and an Act had even been passed for the prevention of
cruelty to horses and cattle;2 when George IV died there
were only thirteen crimes still punishable with death.
Nor was this all, for Peel realized that his reforms would
be ineffective unless based upon an adequate police force,
and in 1829 the Metropolitan Police came into existence.
This was to some extent modelled on the Royal Irish
Constabulary which he had created a few years before,
and it was in Dublin, rather than in London, that
policemen were first called "Bobbies" and "Peelers59.
These reforms were largely due, to a revival of that
1  It is to be noted for only twenty-five of these had anyone ever been hanged.
2  Cruelty to children did not attract the attention of Parliament until a
later date.
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